STAT

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/28 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000100570006-9
} NBU DUNKLSE/LTUDAY SHUW

8 August 1984

USSR/WERPOKNS CEUNG: Wwork has been accelerated on the Soviets' first
nuclear aircraft carrier. Jane's Defernse Weekly reported
Tuescay that the carrier couldé be ready for sea trials by
1988. It's just the first of up to eight Soviet carriers
uhich will be equal in size to the biggest American
cerrier, the USS Enterprise. It is believeéd that the new
Scviet chip will be calleéd the Kremlin. ’

JANMIESON: The British defense publlCut1on Jane's Weekly is
out this morning with secret tellite photographs of a
new Soviet threat to the U.S. Navy. The pictures show
Russia's first nuclear pcocwered aircraf*t carrier under
construction. The details from Don Porter in London.

PORTER: Western Gefense experts say she will be named the
Kremlin, the Soviet's first nuclear powered aircraft
carrier. These satellite photographs by Jane's pefense
Weekly show the giant vessel under construction in *two
sections &at & shipyard on the Black Sea. Analysts say
when complete the Kremlin will be 1100 feet long, weigh
75,000 tons and carry at least 70 supersonic fighters.
“he Kremlin will be the first Russian flat top to
challenge the dominance of the U.S. cerrier battle croups,
which for four decaces have mcnopolized the projection of
naval power. Until now, the Soviets have relied upon a
fleet of much smaller carriers deploying only vertical
teheoff jets ¢f limited renge. The Kremlin is said to be
. the first of eight super carriers planned by the Ruscsians,
: but it will be some time before the fledgling Soviet
super carrier fleet goes on active duty.
COL. JOEN ALFORD (Institute of Strategic Studies): «..and
I guess it's gonna be a dozen years or more before theyfre
fully operational in the sense that they have the right
eirplene and they know how to operete it off the carrier
with al the complexity that coes into carrier opereticn
which is clearly nct scrmething which is easy to Go.

POCRTER: _Normally, satellite photos of emerging Soviet
nilitery threets are top secret. Observers hLere “hink
trhese photos mey have Leen lezhed by Zrerican

inteliigence sources in an cdttempt in influence the debate
in the United States over ceferse spencing, in particular,
the arcument over whether the U.S. should buy more big
?}pensi{é super carriers. bcrn Forter hWBC News, Lonacn.,
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